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[00:00:00.00] [Director's comments]. 


[00:00:35.00] SHANNON GREEN: This is the CSJ Oral History Project, Friday, February 7th [2020] at 
Carondelet Center, Sister Barbara Anne Stowasser. 


[00:00:42.22] SHANNON GREEN: So, Sister Barbara Anne, if you would start us out by sharing--could you 
tell us your full name and your age? 


[00:00:49.23] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: My name is Barbara Anne Stowasser, and I am 81 and 
almost 82. [laughs]. 


[00:00:56.26] SHANNON GREEN: Would you tell us a littlke about your childhood, your family, where you 
grew up, that sort of thing? 


[00:01:04.06] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: Surely. I'm a family of three boys and a girl. Our family 
lived on Broadway 105th Street [Los Angeles, California], and we thought we lived in the country. We had a 
small house, but a big back yard, so we were able to grow our own chickens and vegetables and all that 
during the War. I went to Ascension School--elementary school, where I met the Sisters for the first time. 
They came by car to this small school out in the boondocks. And it--parish was important. We had activities 
all the time, from little people up to high school. So, that was important. And I went to St. Mary's Academy. 


[00:01:56.27] SHANNON GREEN: What city were you born in? 

[00:01:58.21] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: Los Angeles. 

[00:02:00.27] [Director's comments]. 

[00:03:52.25] SHANNON GREEN: Tell us more about what it was like to grow up in Los Angeles for you. 


[00:03:55.05] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: Growing up in Los Angeles for us--for me and my 
family, was a wonderful, at home, special neighborhood. People knew people. We went to a parish school 
that had all kinds of activities. That's where I met the Sisters first. They came by car. And then I went to St. 
Mary's Academy. 


[00:04:19.29] SHANNON GREEN: Tell me a little bit more about your family's religious life, religious 
practices. Were you a very religious family together? 


[00:04:29.14] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: No, we were not--I would not count us as religious. We 
went to Sunday Mass. My mother had special devotions--she was Polish--she prayed in Polish. And my dad 
was a German, and he did not know he was Catholic until he went to bury my mother. So, he asked for his 
baptismal certificate to be baptized, and his mother sent him his baptismal certificate. But he was a prayerful 
man. I lived for six years in their bedroom as the only girl--three boys and a girl. And he would kneel by his 
bed every single night to pray. And that carried him until he died. So, yes, we were religious but not [makes 
air quotes] "religious". 


[00:05:18.00] SHANNON GREEN: What did your parents do for a living? 


[00:05:19.15] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: My mother was a stay-at-home mom--wonderful cook, 
wonderful caregiver, and a wonderful "cleaner-upper". And my dad worked for General Motor for 40--almost 
40 years, until he retired from there. 


[00:05:36.06] SHANNON GREEN: Did they move to Los Angeles from somewhere else specific, or-- 


[00:05:39.28] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: No. They--yes--they met in Wisconsin--Milwaukee-- 
both of them are from Milwaukee. My grandparents came from Germany and the other set came from 
Poland. And Milwaukee was a central "pot"--they met there. And then they moved to California. 


[00:05:59.26] SHANNON GREEN: And where are you in line with the siblings? 


[00:06:03.06] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: I had two older brothers, and a younger brother. We're 
all six years apart. 


[00:06:07.17] SHANNON GREEN: So, you were saying you first met the Sisters of St. Joseph at Ascension? 
[00:06:12.22] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: Correct. 
[00:06:13.18] SHANNON GREEN: Tell us what it was like to get to know the Sisters. 


[00:06:16.23] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: Well, they were set apart, but they were almost a 
mystery to me. I remember going--delivering a message to the--their lunchroom. And I was waiting at the 
door, and I heard the toilet flush. [laughs]. And I thought, "Oh, they're like us!" [laughs]. So, that was my 
first--they were smart enough though to invite girls and boys to the convent for different reasons. For 
instance, they would have the seventh and eighth graders, a group of us would wash windows. So, we 
would go into the convent. We could go into their bedrooms. We could go into their areas where they lived-- 
giving us a sense of how they lived. And they were a fun group of Sisters. 


[00:07:12.29] SHANNON GREEN: Can you give an example of you experiencing them as fun? 


[00:07:17.17] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: Hm. They helped us play. They would come out and 
throw balls. They would encourage us--we had one Sister who taught us to dance in seventh grade. We had 
a sister in the fifth and sixth grade who were very strict. And then we had the seventh grade Sister, who was 
even more strict, but fun. She wanted us to really get to know each other, boys and girls, so imagine 
seventh graders learning square dancing. We--[shakes head]--fun. Then they took us like to the orphanage-- 
we went to Banning, to the orphanage on a trip to bring gifts to the children and play with them. They had 
an idea that fun and life came together, when you really did things for other people. 


[00:08:08.04] [Director's comments. ] 


[00:08:25.00] SHANNON GREEN: That was a fun time, though. I found a skeleton of a head of a--must have 
been a lamb or a deer, or something, and I stuck it in a bag and brought it back on the bus. I still remember 
Sister Pancratius [Sister Pancratius Cremins (1914-1990) laughing. The Principal didn't like the idea, but she 

laughed. She though it was a great deal. 


[00:08:47.02] SHANNON GREEN: Do you remember some of the other Sisters' names from your time in 
elementary school? 


[00:08:52.00] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: Well, I could tell you all of them. Sister Rosalia [??] 
taught first grade, Sister Madeline Marie [??] taught second grade. We had a lay teacher for third grade, 
Miss Daly. Fourth grade, John [Berkmans??]. Fifth and sixth grade Sister Anne Josephine [??]. Seventh grade 
Sister Mary Adele [??]. Eighth grade Sister Jean Elizabeth [??]. 


[00:09:11.04] SHANNON GREEN: They made quite an impression on you? 


[00:09:13.10] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: Yes. They were. They were. 


[00:09:15.12] SHANNON GREEN: When did you start thinking about becoming a Sister? Was it in those days, 
or was it later? 


[00:09:19.27] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: No. I--my brother and I played [makes air quotes] 
"Mass". The Mass was important. He practiced--he was an altar boy--and he practiced, and we had Necco 
wafers. So, I wasn't thinking of being a Sister at that time. But God--something had to be special for God, 
that was my sense. I--and somebody said, "Well, was it Jesus?" I said, "No, it was just the sense of God 
wanting me to do something." During the War, I thought it was joining the Navy. I thought, "Okay, when I 
grow up I'll be a Navy--in the Navy". In high school, it kept coming back to me. Going on dates, it kept 
coming back to me. I--as a senior, I had a boy take--bring me to school every day. And I had a ring. 
[laughs]. I wanted to give them the idea I was going to get married. He took me to the prom when I told 
him I was going to become a Sister. But it kept coming back to me when I was near water, when I was 
alone, and when I was with others, that I needed to do something special. And being a Sister was one thing 
I could try. I made a deal with God that I would stay as long as they kept me. My mother thought they 
would keep me for maybe a month at the most. My dad was not happy. I was the only girl. He wanted me to 
walk down the aisle. But he never said he was unhappy--I just knew it--he was very sad. But once I became 
a Sister, he was very happy and proud. Especially since he could take me fishing once we got out of the 
habit. [laughs]. 


[00:11:13.13] SHANNON GREEN: We'll get to that. Who were-- 
[00:11:24.16] [Sound drops out. ] 
[00:11:52.25] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: --[laughs]. 


[00:12:02.03] SHANNON GREEN: Tell me about some of the Sisters at St. Mary's Academy who were 
influential for you. 


[00:12:05.09] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: Probably the one who was most influential was Sister 
St. George [Sister St. George Skurla (1926-2014)]. She was our sophomore class sponsor or whatever their 
name was. I was having a difficult time with--I was class President, and I was having a heart-to-heart with 
her. And she finally listened and then she said to me, "Barbara, become who you are." Those words have 
remained with me until this day. Those words are very important--becoming who I am, because I am who I 
am. And that "I am God' for others. I am to bring that love, that energy, that light to others. So, I would say 
she was the most influential. But the other Sisters also. Sister Mary Sheila [??] was the class President--class 
moderator for junior. And she helped dress me. But they--I would say Sister St. George was the most 
influential. 


[00:13:14.00] SHANNON GREEN: It sounds like that gave you permission to just do what you felt called to 
do. 


[00:13:19.11] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: It gave me permission--her invitation gave me 
permission to reflect, to watch what I say, how it affected other people--I was free. I didn't have to be 
something else or someone else. But it helps me to reflect on who I am and what I do and what I say. 


[00:13:46.21] SHANNON GREEN: Did you enter in high school--after high school? 

[00:13:48.26] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: I entered after high school. We thought we were smart 
at eighteen. Some of our friends went on to get married after high school. Some went on to college, but 
most either went to work--junior college or college--or got married right away. I have friends today who 
graduated with me and they married that June. 


[00:14:12.25] SHANNON GREEN: Did you--is Sister Barbara Anne--is Barbara your baptismal name? 


[00:14:16.09] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: Yes. 
[00:14:16.22] SHANNON GREEN: What was your name in religion? 


[00:14:18.07] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: I was Barbara. I put down combinations of my mother 
and father's names, and I had them all written down and handed them in, and Sister Kristin [??]--then 
Nancy--said to me, you can't do that. So, she went in to the postulate mistress's office and got my paper out 
and brought it back to me. She said, "Put down your own name. And if you get it, I'll say a novena of 
rosaries." [laughs]. So, I put down my name, and she snuck it back into the thing. So, we're now kneeling-- 
we received our habit up at the Mount--we're kneeling on the Communion rail at that time. So, we're all 
kneeling there, and they announced that Barbara Anne Stowasser will be known in religion as Sister Barbara 
Anne. Well there was tittering going on. Got into trouble. [laughs]. The Sisters said, you know, "You don't 
bet holy things like that." [laughs]. Not because we laughed, but when she found out we had bet a whole 
novena of rosaries. That was it. So, I kept my name, and I was happy. 


[00:15:33.14] SHANNON GREEN: And that seems rare that people-- 
[00:15:37.08] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: Yes. 


[00:15:37.29] SHANNON GREEN: Any memories or struggles, joys from your time in the novitiate, or as a 
postulant or novice that you want to share? 


[00:15:46.07] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: No, my--I was oblivious to some of the things going on 
around me. I wanted to be the perfect--in fact, I wanted to be the perfect whatever. And one of the Sisters 
pulled me aside one time, in fact Sister Mary Joanne [Lindenfeld??], she--always--she knew me as a child at 
Ascension. She said, "Aren't you happy, and if you're not happy, go home." I thought I was just being prim 
and proper. [laughs]. Then I remembered Sister St. George--"Become who you are." 


[00:16:17.25] SHANNON GREEN: Why did she think you weren't happy? 


[00:16:19.24] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: Because I think I was straight-laced. I wasn't doing of 
the things that some of the other postulants were doing, you know. We had See's candy raids, and ice cream 
raids at the walk-in--I mean, I wasn't part of that. And I didn't even know it was going on until after I heard 
about it. 


[00:16:38.25] [Director's comments]. 
[00:17:21.22] SHANNON GREEN: So, you were saying some of the postulants would get in-- 


[00:17:25.00] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: They were having lots of fun. But I--so I--it wasn't a 
difficult time for me. 


[00:17:34.14] SHANNON GREEN: And anything you remember about--you've already mentioned somebody 
who dressed you, and receiving your name--anything about those--taking your vows that were--that you 
remember? 


[00:17:43.22] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: No. I have a picture of--one picture I have is the day I 
made my vows with my mother and father standing on either side, and they were so happy. But it was a yes 
for life for me. 


[00:17:59.22] SHANNON GREEN: What about your education at your time. What were you studying for in 
terms of your ministry? 


[00:18:04.26] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: In those days, we had a choice between English and 
History. I chose History, because some of the people who were doing English, I thought, oh no, I'll be 
different--I'll take History. I got my masters in History, but I never taught high school. I've only taught in 
elementary school. 


[00:18:26.18] SHANNON GREEN: I take it you studied at the Mount? 


[00:18:29.02] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: I got my BA from the Mount, and then I got my 
masters from Holy Names University. I was halfway through with my masters from the Mount when they 
decided it would look better to have some other school be where I received my masters. So, I had to start 
almost over again. I got to transfer almost units. 


[00:18:52.15] SHANNON GREEN: Do you have any memories from being a Sister-student at the Mount, who 
some of your faculty were? 


[00:18:58.01] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: Oh, yes. Sister Eloise Therese [Sister Eloise Therese 
Mescall (1919-2001)] taught us French. And she was wonderful, because she'd come down and she would 
come down to us, because few of us took French. And she would begin the day by saying, "What are your 
questions?" And as long as we asked them in French, she would answer. So, we would ask for the news of 
the day, and she would give us the news of the day. She was delightful. And then Sister Denise [??] helped 
me with my masters in French. I would translate historical novels for her. And one day I was translating and 
she just became--"Ma foi!" ["My faith!"] , she says. I didn't know what I did. She says, "You put the wrong 
man in bed with her!" That was the king somebody or another. So, that was delightful. 


[00:19:50.26] SHANNON GREEN: So, you took a masters degree in French? 


[00:19:52.27] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: No, it's in History, but I had to do--the thesis--we have 
to pass a French test. 


[00:19:58.26] SHANNON GREEN: You're going to be very helpful in France for us, I think. [laughs]. What 
about--what was your first mission, and what do you remember? 


[00:20:06.27] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: Well, my first five missions were all in elementary 
schools--different schools. So, I--it was--the first one had thirteen people in it, the next one had six people in 
it--but I was moved every year for five years. So, that gave me an understanding of lots of places-- 
Inglewood, Canoga Park, Banning, Inner City LA, Sonoma--and then I landed in San Jose. And that--I was 
able to stay there for three years. [laughs]. 


[00:20:45.13] SHANNON GREEN: What do you remember about being a teacher--a new young teacher in 
those early days? 


[00:20:49.21] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: The--my first day in the classroom, the Principal came 
and opened up the drawer, and said all your teacher's handbooks are here. Take them home, and this is 
your lesson plan book. And I didn't know what I was doing. [laughs]. That's what I remember about that 
first day. So, the Sisters there in the house really helped me. And I--it was just very interesting. That first 
year, the song "Barbara Ann" [by The Beach Boys, 1965] came out. And I came out at recess time, and 
there was a group of eighth grade boys standing there singing it. And I went up to them with my arms in my 
sleeves. I said, "Gentlemen!", in my firmest voice I could say. "Sister, Sister, it's a song!" [laughs]. I 
remember that, because we didn't listen to the radio. We didn't hear music like that in those days. But I 
remember that with lots of joy. [Sings] "Ba-ba-ba-Barbara Ann". But my--I think teaching was a delight for 
me. I really was encouraged to find ways to make them like to learn. I thought if Sister Mary Adele could do 
that for me, in those years, can I do that for them? So, that stayed with me until I became a Principal- 
teacher, and then that became a little more difficult, when I started in Administration. 


[00:22:22.17] SHANNON GREEN: And--looking at your ministry history, this is kind of the early Sixties. And 
so, we're leading up to Vatican II [Second Vatican Council (1962-1965)], and things are about to shift. 
Before that, what do you remember about community life? What was that like in those early days? 


[00:22:38.01] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: Oh, the early days--both challenging and encouraging. 
I've had both. They--it was great to have people who were doing what you were doing, that you could rely 
upon for ideas. It was great to be going someplace with others and having fun--piling into the station wagon 


and going off. We started to drive when I--my first year out--so I was one of the drivers. The challenges 
were getting along with folks--all kinds of folks. We had all ages, all attitudes. Our prayer together was still 
stilted--we prayed out of a book. We hadn't started the prayer of Vatican II, and when that happened, it 
opened up doors for me. Our community life became enriched when we could share on different levels, and 
pray--the bell didn't get me up. I got up because I wanted to pray. That made a difference. 


[00:23:43.05] SHANNON GREEN: Yeah, let's start talking more about Vatican II, and how that impacted you. 
Did you know--did you have a sense as a young Sister what was coming? 


[00:23:52.15] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: Yes, because of Sister Mary Joan [??] and our people 
here. She really tried to help us understand different ways of looking at the Gospel--different writings. She-- 
when I was in the hospital for a few days after a snake bite--anyway, they brought me this tome called 
"Rodriguez' [??]--it was a book about that thick. It was just so dry. So then, that's what I was supposed to 
read. And she snuck in a book called "The Mouse Hunter" [by Lucile Hasley??]. I thought, oh yes. There's 
another side. And she tried to do that--tried to open us up to other readings, not just Rodriguez. And at that- 
-that was a great gift. And we began to have books in the library that were different. 


[00:24:45.24] SHANNON GREEN: Were there organized efforts to help Sisters about what was happening? 


[00:24:48.25] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: Yes. Sisters formation began, and that opened up all 
kinds of doors for many people. 


[00:24:55.27] SHANNON GREEN: What were some of those opportunities for you? 


[00:24:59.17] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: Well, later on, I--more opportunities meeting with other 
Sisters of other orders. When I was in Orinda [California] we had a Sisters Council that we spent time 
together--the Principals of the different schools came together. And we really spent time talking and sharing 
what's happening in each community--each congregation. It was lots of fun and challenging at the same 
time. 


[00:25:26.28] SHANNON GREEN: So, could you share with us just any memories that stay with you from 
those moments of--when the liturgy changed, when you were thinking about your habit, or those big kind of 
shifts that happened? 


[00:25:40.08] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: Well, I liked the habit, so I stayed in it a long time. 
[laughs]. Until we really had the trip to France with our Sisters who translated the first writings--that was a 
turning point for me, to hear that we were not just to be teachers or nurses. We were to really look at what 
needed to be done and do it. That opened doors for me, that I saw different avenues that I could be 
influential, even as a Principal in a school, to help see what needed to be done in that community. Orinda 
was very different from St. Vincent’s in Los Angeles, but it was that urging to go on seeing what needed to 
be done, even in my teaching. That--to me, that was good. And then, the prayer life--I think that was a key 
for me, to really have time to contemplate, to really get up in the morning and not have to go to a chapel 
and sit and pray, but to sit on the floor if I wanted in my bedroom. To find how God was working in me, just 
opened up the doors for me. And our retreat experiences were changed. They were not just "preached at", 
but we were able to involve ourselves in dialogue with others. And then, the Sisters who were out in the 
field--I had friends who were in Delano [California], I had friends who were doing really important things 
with the people. I mean, yes, I was still a Principal or an administrator, but I knew we were part of 
something bigger that was really making a difference in the country--in California, especially. 


[00:27:25.17] SHANNON GREEN: So, it sounds like it was an enlivening or rejuvenating-- 


[00:27:28.05] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: Yeah, it was. It was lots--it was a time when we could 

share bigger pictures than just did you do your lesson plan book. You really could talk about what was going 
on. When we could see television, we could hear the news, we could do things that--could go to protests. It 
was a different time, and there was a lot of energy in that. We had a school in Fresno, and our Sisters were 

teaching about social justice and supporting the migrant workers. And we had to leave that school, because 

the parents did not want us there. The parents were the farmers and people were doing what we were 


talking against. And I remember that--it was shaking the dust off our feet. If we could not preach justice and 
peace, then we don't belong there. It was sad, but it was a good step to take. 


[00:28:27.22] SHANNON GREEN: Do you have any memories or reflections on the shift in liturgy--liturgical 
practices--what that was like for you, Like from the Latin to the vernacular, or the music? I don't know if 
you're a liturgy kind of a person-- 


[00:28:29.28] [video goes out but sound remains]. 


[00:28:33.29] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: [video resumes]. I practiced my Latin so I could be a 
priest--[laughs]--when we were playing with Necco wafers. I did--I could say my Latin prayers, because who 
knows someday a girl could be an altar girl. [laughs]. 


[00:28:57.11] SHANNON GREEN: You were thinking about that as a child? 


[00:28:58.10] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: Yes. I thought--my brother and I practiced together. 
He was older than I, so it was good. But I--my main concern was--with Vatican II--was that doors were open 
for all people to participate in life in the Church--life--just not the parish fiestas or the parish whatevers, but 
men and women who were asked to do more. And that was exciting in the parishes where I was. Some older 
priests were not on board with it, so the younger ones really had to work hard. And I was--I admired them-- 
how they worked with their pastor in order to do things slowly, not all at once. 


[00:29:48.15] SHANNON GREEN: What about shifts in governance--shared governance, community 
governance? 


[00:29:54.03] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: Oh, yes. [laughs]. I remember well the year that I 
spent with a Sister who was an older Sister--a wonderful human being. But she did not know how to be a 
Superior with the change in regulations. She--I still remember her saying, "I don't know what is expected of 
me now." We didn't ask permissions any more. We didn't have--all the things that we had to do, penances, 
all the little rituals were gone. And for her, it was so hard. And that--I mean, I was happy. But I realized how 
difficult it would be for some, and that made--but I enjoyed it. I--took me a while not to wear the habit, and 
I waited until I moved schools, so they wouldn't--I heard horror stories about Sisters walking into the 
classroom and the boys saying, "Oh, they have legs!" [laughs]. You know, all those things--so I waited. And 
then once that happened, my father was very happy because he could take me fishing. [laughs]. And I love 
to fish. So, that was a happy thing. But the whole thing about taking care of yourself in a different way was 
a challenge. Hair, legs, all the things that now show. [laughs]. But the main things about the change I think 
was the ability to pray in a different way--ability to be free, ability to really be involved in your ministry. Up 
to that point, I was moved every year--sent by whatever. And I had--I just went. They didn't say do you 
want to go. [laughs]. You just went. And then, once you began to discern, okay, is this good, is this good for 
me, can I be involved in a different way, that really helped. 


[00:31:53.18] SHANNON GREEN: So, that's a great--let's start talking more about--how did your ministry 
start to shift away from elementary school and--? 


[00:32:00.07] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: Well, when I was elementary school, and then I 
worked in the archdiocese office for an elementary school, and then I did our Sisters. And that was a 
wonderful gift, because I got to know all our Sisters in elementary school, because I traveled from 
Washington down to Arizona. I was asked to be Regional in Tucson, Arizona--or in Arizona, because we had 
Sisters in Phoenix and Ajo [Arizona]. And that was a change for me, because we only had four Sisters in two 
schools in Arizona, and all of the rest of the Sisters were either in healthcare or social work. That was a real 
change. It broadened me to understand and to grow in my knowledge--learning healthcare from the Board 
aspects, learning social service. We had a Sister who started Casa de los Nifos [facility for abused children], 
Kathleen Clark [Sister Mary Kathleen Clark]. She was still struggling, but wonderfully--wonderful work-- 
known throughout the country as something different, to allow parents to bring children when they were 
having marriage problems or financial problems. Sisters in healthcare--how they really worked to bring 
healthcare to all. At that point, Sister Adele [Sister Adele O'Sullivan, CSJ MD] was just becoming a medical 
doctor. Sharon [??] was a nurse at St. Elizabeth of Hungary Clinic [Tucson, Arizona??]. We were spreading 


out. It was not just the hospitals anymore, but work for the poor. I met men and women who just really 
said, "Yes, we'll work with you." That was a change for me. 


[00:33:42.02] SHANNON GREEN: You mentioned, too--sounds like maybe this is where you start to learn 
about other populations too, or your community serving the poor. Can you share how you--as I know you're 
very committed to social justice, or how did start to expand for you? 


[00:33:55.19] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: In--As Regional, I worked with the Sisters doing it, so 
that--I could do whatever I could to help them what they needed to do. So, that was important to me. After 
I left being Regional, I asked a Bishop where did he need a Sister? I could do that, you know. And he gave 
me three places to look into: Ajo [Arizona], Sedona [Arizona] and Bisbee [Arizona]. And so I went and 
interviewed in those places. And I selected Bisbee. It is a mining town. But there was only one other Sister 
there, so I thought I could stay with her. She was a Dominican. But she used the convent for meetings and 
whatever, and so she discouraged me from living with her. So, that was the first time in my life I lived singly. 
I had a little miner's house overlooking the hills and the cows and the outskirts of the Bisbee. But I drove--I 
had a little stick shift--I drove from Duncan to the South to Ajo, Aqua Prieta [Mexico], to Nogales [Arizona]-- 
and my area was there to visiting those in those homes. I was case manager for the homebound--not the 
homeless, the homebound--men and women who were in their homes. So, I made sure the case managers 
were taking care of them. I did foster care for the children who are put out in homes, checking with the 
foster homes, making sure the children were all right. It opened up a whole different area of need for me. I 
could see children, the elderly, people who would not--no one was speaking for them then. I mean, to me, 
that was important, that we had men and women doing this work for the poor. And then, of course, Clare 
[Sister Clare Dunn (-1981)] and Judy [Sister Judy Lovchik (1936-1981)] in the [Arizona State] Legislature, 
being with them. They died the year after I was Regional. But their work was continuing through the Sisters. 
They heard the message and they were continuing the work, talking about healthcare. And that's when I 
went to the clinic--I was--St. Elizabeth Clinic was for people who did not have insurance. Not the very poor, 
but the ones caught in the middle. At that point we had over 200 doctors and dentists volunteering their 
time. They had no paid doctor when I took over that. I mean, it was 38,000 visits--I mean, it was amazing 
what we had to do in that little place. But that opened my eyes to a different aspect of healthcare than just 
being on Boards in the hospitals. 


[00:36:57.14] SHANNON GREEN: Do you have any--I'm kind of curious about any reflections you have about 
having grown up in Los Angeles, and then your ministry in rural Arizona. You know, just different exposure 
to the world. 


[00:37:08.05] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: Well, in Los Angeles we are almost a little ghetto. Our 
parish was a ghetto--a Catholic ghetto, and we did things just together. [laughs]. Makes sense. But it was 
like we weren't supposed to go into other churches. We--I walked to school every day, and past the "Holy 
Rollers" church. And they looked like they were having so much fun. They were laughing and singing and I 
thought they were dancing, and I wanted to look in the door to see. Well, that was very myopic. And I think 
going out in the rural areas, it was different. I love the desert. God has spoken to me by water. And so, 
when I was driving to the desert, to a place where they only had two schools, and I was going to live there, 
I asked, "God, what are you asking of me sending me here?" You know, what was it? And it started to rain. 
[laughs]. I said, "Oh, okay." [laughs]. That's it. But I love the rural life. I would rather live in Bisbee or 
Tucson than Los Angeles. But I knew it was time to come back when I was asked to do something else. 


[00:38:27.06] SHANNON GREEN: So, how long were you at St. Elizabeth of Hungary then? That seems like it 
was a Significant-- 


[00:38:34.19] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: I was 30 years in Tucson altogether, 15 years at St. 
Elizabeth's. And then, from there I went to--I can't remember if I went right into the hospital work or not. 


[00:38:54.11] SHANNON GREEN: I think you took a sabbatical? 


[00:38:56.01] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: Okay, that's what happened. I took a sabbatical and 
that opened new doors to me, because I took CPE [Clinical Pastoral Education] course in San Diego-- 


[00:39:06.04] SHANNON GREEN: Could you say what "CPE"-- 


[00:39:08.25] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: Oh, Clinical Pastoral Education. I took a Clinical 
Pastoral Education course at Sharp's Hospital. And that was a delight, because I didn't take it just to become 
a pastoral minister--I took it to really learn more about myself, becoming who I am? Becoming who I am. 
And it was lots of fun. Hard work, but fun, with seven other individuals from different--there was one other 
Catholic, but the rest from different denominations. And we worked hard together, and we had lots of fun at 
that too. And from there, then I went into work at St. Joseph's Hospital as a Patient Representative, and that 
was helpful. 


[00:39:53.13] SHANNON GREEN: Tell us what kind of--what is a Patient Representative? 


[00:39:56.03] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: Well, I think you're the real voice for a patient or their 
families, as well as for the nurses and the doctors. I found myself really understanding some of the 
hardships that the nurses deal with, day in day--especially if you have an unreasonable patients’ relatives. 
[laughs]. The patients were usually very fine. Sometimes it was a relative for the people. But it was working, 
making sure we gave the best possible care there in the hospital, and do what I could to encourage the 
managers. Sometimes they're--the nurses--their lives were not easy. If you had a doctor who was maybe a 
wonderful, wonderful physician, but had no bedside manner--I mean, they had to deal with all that. So, that 
gave me another insight into what life is for those who don't have money, who do not have influence. 
Somebody has to speak up for them, so that was good. 


[00:40:55.14] SHANNON GREEN: I'm curious, having done CPE myself, and you said "become more you", is 
there something you learned about yourself in that particular experience? 


[00:41:03.29] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: Well, I knew was an eight on the Enneagram 
[personality test], but I didn't realize I always saw that as a hindrance in effect, you know, to become 
overpowering or in charge all the time. I always thought, oh, eight is not a very good thing. But they had us 
do a collage of what an eight is, what I was as an eight, and it was fun. I mean, I--all kinds of new ideas of 
what eights can do. So, I consider myself a "redeemed" eight. [laughs]. 


[00:41:39.11] SHANNON GREEN: Could you just--for the sake of the record--say a little bit more about the 
Enneagram and your number? 


[00:41:44.17] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: I think Enneagram--you answer questions and you look 
at situations to see how you perform in life--how you react to daily situations. And eight is a--I would say a 
"take charge" person. They want to be in charge--an "unredeemed" wants to be in charge, and you only do 
"my way or the highway". But a "redeemed" eight is not so--that you can use your energy and your power to 
bring along good, and to bring others along. If my friend was a three, wanting to please everybody, I could 
encourage her not to be pleasing all the time to everybody. You could have a little of my eight and take 
charge. I think it was a good--that and Myers-Briggs were two skills or tools--two Myers-Briggs and 
Enneagram were two tools given to us as younger Sisters. And that's because of Sister formation. 


[00:42:47.07] SHANNON GREEN: My little sheet runs out here after that. So, you did Patient Representative 
work until--the end of 2009 or so, or 2010? 


[00:43:00.15] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: Yes, 2010 I became Provincial. 


[00:43:05.09] SHANNON GREEN: So, you've had some leadership experiences for the--so, you've been in 
direct ministry and then it's like you come back to the community for leadership. So, tell us about your 
leadership ministry. 


[00:43:15.13] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: Well, you know, that's part of--I didn't think of myself 
as a leader until I was elected to office at the high school. I really didn't. I thought, you know, I just was one 
of the people. [laughs]. One of the girls, as they said. But then, once I became a Sister and realized they 
thought I could be a Principal--"Oh, that's nice--I can be a Principal". And then, I continued. I became a 
Regional for Tucson, so that I came here--we were part of the Council. Not the Council--the regional group. 


Then I came back again on another Council, so I was going back and forth. Put lots of miles on the car. 
[laughs]. And then, once--then when I was selected as Provincial, I mean, that--I could not believe it. But it 
was a wonderful gift. The team with whom I worked was just--it was challenging. It was the time when we 
had to change a chapel--that was part of it. I was very happy to see on the current team, two of the Council 
members--Kathy Stein [Sister Katherine Mary Stein '71] and Adele [Sister Adele O'Sullivan, MD??]. I'm so 
happy that we have a wonderful team now. I was the last Provincial, as such. 


[00:44:40.10] SHANNON GREEN: Would you just explain that change a little bit so that we have that on-- 


[00:44:43.02] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: Yes. The past was that we selected a Provincial, and 
Council members. So, they would meet. The Provincial was the person who was [makes air quotes] "in 
charge", and the members came. In our case, we had three selected people who were full time, and we tried 
to work as a team. And I think we did really--pretty good job. I really think we did. We enjoy each other to 
this day. And then, the other three came in once a month as needed to give us counsel and bring what's 
coming in from the outside, as well as the Regionals. We had Regionals connected to each Sister. So, they 
would know the lives and cares and concerns of the Sisters. So, they would bring ideas to us, or concerns to 
us. So, it was a type of over--I mean, too many people in a pot in one sense, but each Sister had a say in 
that way. So, it was a good way. Then, when we decided, no, we need to work more as a team, to model 
that for the world, that you don't have to have somebody--one person in charge and everybody under them, 
that was the big change. And that's why I did not put my name in for a second term, because I thought that 
if I did, everybody would still see me as Provincial. So, I knew I could not--it wouldn't help the cause for me 
to stay on the team. So, that's when I did resign--not resign, but not put my name in for the next term. So, I 
was a four-year Provincial. And the last of the group. I had a picture of the living Provincials, and there I am 
at the last. I said, "Oh, I'll keep this picture." [laughs]. There I am. Anyway, so now I think the model--what 
we must do to make things happen in our country--not only in our community but in our country--and if 
anything we certainly need that now, having people be able to work together even though they have 
different ideas or different approaches. It's something. 


[00:47:05.13] SHANNON GREEN: How do you feel--has the community adjusted to that that transition of 
leadership or in this second--how many teams now out there? 


[00:47:13.07] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: This will be our second team. I think so. I think we see 
the benefit of having different--personalities. And especially when they model how they work together, and-- 
I can't be more proud of our current team. They're just working with such challenges and keeping us 
informed and really asking for our input. It's just--very encouraging. I'm proud of them. 


[00:47:45.23] SHANNON GREEN: You know at the Mount, of course, we talk a lot about leadership, and 
women's leadership, and I'm hearing certain values that are coming out as you talk about CSJ leadership. 
Could you just share a little more about what you value in leaders and maybe something you would 
encourage our students to consider as they consider their own leadership, their skills, their gifts? 


[00:48:06.12] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: Oh, the program at the Mount I think is wonderful. 
Leadership--being "Unstoppable" with value--being "Unstoppable" with the Truth--being "Unstoppable" with 
doing good for others and looking where there are needs. I think that's leaders. That takes leadership. And I 
think becoming who they are--that message to me of long ago is one I would give them. You know, become 
who you are. See the good in others and then the good in yourself. I think, that's was the part that was 
missing in my early years--that I didn't realize that I had these gifts just by being who I was. [laughs]. So, I 
think that's important. And the avenues that are open to women now that were not open to others. 
Somebody said, "Why did you become a Sister?" I said, "Well, then, that's how you could get things done-- 
you could teach, you could get--". And we had Sisters who were Presidents of hospitals and colleges way 
back when there were no women in those areas. So, I think, now they have many opportunities. And that 
gives me hope. We do not have many young Sisters, but we have many young people who are saying yes to 
our charism, say yes to what we are about, say yes to social justice--I mean, that's exciting. That's what 
gives me hope when I can be less hopeful about what's happening in our country. [laughs]. 


[00:49:37.21] SHANNON GREEN: It sounds like--I often ask this question about--do you have any anxieties 
about the future of the charism? 


[00:49:43.02] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: No. I do not have any. I am so happy to see it being 
lived out even by people who do not know it's a charism of Sisters of St. Joseph. But people are working 
hard in their lives to bring about reconciliation, to bring about justice, to bring about this--what we call this 
wonderful love of God. They probably not even call it love of God, but they know that there's something 
more to life than just the material, just being first, just getting the highest stocks--[laughs]. You know, all 
that material stuff. There are people, and it's alive in them. And there are young people who are setting the 
way, I think. And that--to me, I think the charism will live on way beyond my 82 years. [laughs]. 


[00:50:38.20] SHANNON GREEN: May I ask you Sister, how was it for you that the Sisters of St. Joseph are 
not in healthcare as much anymore, and certainly don't have the hospitals, and--what is that like for you? 


[00:50:49.22] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: Oh, it--to not to have Sisters in hospitals and even in 
schools--it's sad, because I know we made a difference. And I don't know why God has taken us down this 
road, but it's sad to me. I think we make a difference when we are there. So, that's why we need women 
and men who will make a difference in those areas, where we're not. It's sad for me. Yeah, I was sad we left 
the school, I was sad we left the hospitals, and really sad when I hear some of our real priorities are not 
being carried out by the new administrators or the new Board members. That would make me sad. 


[00:51:35.19] SHANNON GREEN: You don't have the influence or control you once had. It's a real letting go. 
[00:51:41.27] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: That's right. Yes, it is. 


[00:51:43.16] SHANNON GREEN: You've been so easy I've lost track of my questions here. What are you 
most proud of, of your community, of being a member of this community? Is there something you could 
point to that Sisters have achieved, or who you are in the world? Is there something you would name? 


[00:52:04.21] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: I probably would name the women who are upstairs in 
Holy Family. I'm most proud of what we have been able to do with others. The stories and the lives of those 
women--they go across a broad spectrum of service and ministry. I'm proud of our Sisters--those women. 


[00:52:31.04] SHANNON GREEN: Are there any stories that--of a Sister that you would share that maybe we 
wouldn't know? 


[00:52:36.15] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: Well, you want to know about a Sister who saved my 
life--[laughs]--Sister [??]--she was an older Sister. She was Anne Lucy [Sister Anne Lucy Zieroff, 
Administrator of St. Mary's Hospital??]--she was President of one of our hospitals, and when I came to know 
her, she had retired. She was older. She was still in the habit. She did so much for other people that nobody 
ever knew about--raising--giving money, or raising money, or raising--getting a rich person to help a 
situation. And I was so amazed--she did this so quietly. Nobody knew this. And so, one time I was meeting 
with her, and I said, "How can I do this? How do you do this?" And she says, "You have to have an open 
heart and an open hand, and accept what comes to you." And so then I went back to her, because I was 
Regional at that time, with a concern and--she said, "Did you remember about an open hand? You're doing 
fine." She encouraged me beyond the beyond, but challenged me at the same time. Sister Anne Lucy was 
super, and the Sisters in healthcare knew her as such, I'm sure. But being an elementary school teacher, I 
didn't know her. And so, that's--that's something special. She did make a difference in Tucson, Arizona. 


[00:54:15.15] SHANNON GREEN: I had not heard of her, so thank you. We try to get as many stories as we 
can from others. Many Sisters can no longer speak for themselves, you know. 


[00:54:29.16] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: No. Oh-- 
[00:54:32.00] SHANNON GREEN: You have another one? 
[00:54:35.02] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: [laughs]. Well, Sister Rachel Payne is another one. I 


think more people know about Sister Rachel Payne. But she was a wonderful person in education. But she 
loved horse racing. She kept us up to date. And you know, I was amazed that she liked horse racing. I was 


not a horse racing person. But she said, "Life is like that--you put your best horse first--and you work with 
that horse until they run their course, and then you love them anyway if they lose." [laughs]. I thought, now 
that was a different aspect of horse racing than I ever heard of. Good old Rachel. But people here in the 
house know about Sister Rachel and her horse-- 


[00:55:24.26] SHANNON GREEN: These are the things that we don't get to--. So, what have you been doing 
in ministry in the last ten years or so, after you left--after you were no longer Provincial? It says "caregiver", 
and then "volunteer, semi-retired”. 


[00:55:40.01] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: Yes. I've--my brother and his wife, my sister-in-law had 
cancer for seven years. And so I was able to move to Santa Barbara at that time, so I could be--help out. 
They had children, but they were all working full time. So, I was able to be caregiver for her, until her death. 
And then my brother, who died shortly after. So, that was the caregiver part. But along that line, I was able 
to be on Boards. I was privileged to be a Trustee for the Mount, Carondelet High School, to Restorative 
Partners in San Luis Obispo--prison work. And then a San Luis Obispo clinic--I was on the Boards there. So, 
it was Board work, keeping my fingers in the ministries. I just felt privileged to be on these Boards, to 
continue to monitor or to support the charism going forward. 


[00:56:45.29] SHANNON GREEN: You mentioned Restorative Partners, and I know I've heard you speak a 
little bit about--you know, the being incarcerated, those who are incarcerated in the system. Could you just 
share how you got involved with that and what you-- 


[00:56:59.16] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: Well, a Sister--Theresa Harpin [Sister Theresa Harpin] 
Provincial came, and she wanted to be a separate corporation and provide the healing ministry to victims 
and those in jail, as well as the jailors. So, she had this idea about Restorative Partners. So, it happened. 
And it's--I think, opened my eyes to how--what a challenge it is--to do both. It's easy to be sad and 
supportive for the victims, it really is. But then, what about the jailors? What do you--how do they feel? 
What about the people who committed the crime, who want to make good? Not those who want to continue, 
but those who want to make good. Those stories are powerful. How you bridge that--and that's what Sisters- 
-our--I consider it ours because I'm still on the Board--it's our work to really have programs in the jail as well 
as out of the jail. We now have a home for women who come out, a Sober Living Home. And they have to 
take part in a program in jail to be able--we have a waiting list who want to come to that home. We have a 
home for men, the same thing. We have a home for women with their children, so when they come out of 
jail they can bring their children and they can have the support they need. 


[00:58:35.08] [Video drops out]. 


[00:58:35.08] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: Child care at the home--it's called "Anna's Home" after 
Sister Theresa Harpins' mom. 


[00:58:41.10] [Video resumes]. 


[00:58:41.10] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: We got most of the furniture from her house--but it's a 
lovely home. It has six bedrooms, just really wonderful. Providing that healthcare for the children, but 
programs for the women so they can go back to school or get a job. And then we now have two homes for 
men, called "Lionheart Homes". They're probation homes, so men have a place they can go so they are not 
pulled in again to their lives of crime or drugs. And that's really hard. And it's a challenge, because there's 
not always money to keep those homes going. So, she's doing a great job. I think it's a wonderful work in 
San Luis Obispo. They want us to come--go down to Santa Barbara, and they want to--go up to Paso Robles, 
and we have enough right now--we have one Anna's Home in Paso Robles, but that's it. But it's a need--it's a 
need. And it's hard for the jailors to be--not to be hard--not to become hardened with what's in front of 
them. I remember going with Sister [Sister Theresa Harpin] and we were at a program for women-- 
incarcerated women--and they were doing one of the programs set about by Restorative Partners. And at 
the break, this older woman came up--she must have been close to 80. She said--they call her "Sister T"-- 
"Sister T, you've got to help me." So, I was listening, she said she was being sent to prison for her third DUI, 
and was Three Strikes [Three Strikes Law] and out. And so, she was concerned about her mobile home, that 
if she's gone to prison people will ransack it, or take it. "Can you find somebody to live in it for me?" That 


kind of help. I looked at her, I said, "Yeah.” They knew who to go to, to get the help. And then we saw a 
woman who was--she had--we had to see her and she had to be in a cage, so we could just touch her 
fingers. She was--she did--had a DUI but she killed a bicyclist, so she was going to prison for 15 years until 
life. She had a nine-year-old daughter. She read Sister the letter from her daughter. I mean, he daughter 
couldn’t come see her, but her husband came twice a week to visit her. She knows what she did is wrong-- 
she was not--but she was so concerned about her daughter, that she will not see her grow up. And her 
husband--when she was sent to prison, her husband can’t see her twice a week, and it will be so different. 
So, I--it gave me a whole idea, yes--there are people who are in jail who have done wrong, they are sorry 
they did it, they know they belong there, but their life goes on in a different way. Restorative Partners is a 
wonderful program. 


[01:01:47.06] SHANNON GREEN: What other issues of social justice of the day are kind of capturing your 
heart, or-- 


[01:01:53.29] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: Well, right now the whole--social justice of the day is 
our political situation. You know, what the network--giving us ideas of what representatives or which 
representatives, and our voting for the good, so that we can write letters. And I hate writing letters, but I-- 
we need--I believe we need to do something about what’s happening in our country. We pray daily. We do 
pray for our team, our Leadership Team, but we pray for what’s happening in Congress. I think that could be 
a real turning point unless something happens, so that we become a democracy again. And I don’t know 
what the answer is, but I do know it has to become better for everybody. I just--that’s my concern right 
now, about justice. It starts--oh, and the climate. I--just watching ice fall away. I went to Alaska about ten 
years ago, then I went again three years ago. What a difference in glaciers. I mean, just total difference. 
And the water--the water that the companies that still pollute the rivers. I’m concerned about the climate. I'll 
be dead and gone, but I’m hoping new answers will come before all--you think about how we have been 
able to do quantum physics. Why can’t we do something about the climate? So, those are my concerns right 
now--climate, political whatever. 


[01:03:43.03] SHANNON GREEN: So, in a minute I want to ask you some questions that actually don’t have 
to do with religious life, per se, just some fun human questions. But before we move to that, I want to just-- 
I always ask this question--what has been the greatest joy of religious life for you? 


[01:04:01.07] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: I guess the greatest joy is the joy of knowing God 
through others. I mean, it’s a delight. When I was on a retreat one time with a Sister--Sister Toni Nash--and 
we were supposed to share who God was for you. And she went first, and she talked about God as her 
delight, and she went on beautifully. And she said, “And you?” And I said, “My God is German.” I--that was-- 
opening up--my God was you do this, do this, this. I think that delight of getting to know God in a different 
way through others, other women who share that life with me--is my greatest joy. And that continues in our 
clusters and our groups. We had a neighborhood gathering just last night--it was just a delight to be with 
others who want and desire what you want, and God is in the middle and part of that. God is there. I think 
that’s my greatest joy. 


[01:05:12.06] SHANNON GREEN: See it on your face. Okay, what do you like to do for fun? 
[01:05:20.04] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: Well, my preference would be fishing. [laughs]. 
[01:05:23.18] SHANNON GREEN: Tell me more about what you like about fishing? 


[01:05:25.18] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: Well, I like being by the water. I like the give and the 
take of the fish. I--the lure--getting it to attach. I mean, sometimes I feel sorry when I catch it--[laughs]-- 
because they've been playing with it so long. So, fishing has just been a great delight. And I have not fished 
since I was Provincial, and that saddens me. I gave away all my camping gear. I love to camp out. I take a 
tent. I graduated to a tent that you could walk in with a cot and a rocking chair. I was all set aside. So, I 
finally knew I couldn’t camp anymore at my age. And I still have my sleeping bag and my fishing gear, and 
that’s probably going to go next. But I love fishing--being by the water--being by the water, again--God 
being by the water. Right now, I’m reading, gardening. It’s more sedentary. And I work with ceramics at our 
Leisure Village, so that’s kind of fun. 


[01:06:32.01] SHANNON GREEN: What do you like to make? 


[01:06:32.23] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: Well, right now, I’m in kindergarten. I have little plates 
for the plants. I have a little cup for the popcorn. Right now, I’m not very creative--I’m using molds. 


[01:06:48.24] SHANNON GREEN: What do you like to read? 


[01:06:49.21] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: I usually read a balance of mysteries and then--I like 
historical fiction. I like that. And then, I’m always--for Lent now I will pull out a tome--some religious writer. 
And that will be my Lenten reading. But I prefer losing myself in mysteries. And I do--I admit--I watch things 
on the iPad--that’s kind of fun too. 


[01:07:19.06] SHANNON GREEN: And do you have any favorites of the contemporary religious or spiritual 
writers that you found? 


[01:07:25.08] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: Well, Joyce Rupp [Sister Joyce Rupp, OSM, (1943-), 
American author]--I think enjoy what--hers. And Ilia Delio [Sister Ilia Delio, OSF, American theologian and 
author]--I heard her speak. Now that will be one of my books for Lent-- 


[01:07:37.01] SHANNON GREEN: Ilia Delio? 


[01:07:37.20] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: Yes. It’s just--I mean, it’s heavy stuff, but it opens up 
new avenues for me to think about, and so she’s my challenger. I have books for Joyce-- 


[01:07:54.17] SHANNON GREEN: What living person would you like to meet? 


[01:07:59.25] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: Well, after this last thing I’d say I’d like to meet Nancy 
Pelosi [Nancy Patricia Pelosi (1940-), Speaker of US House of Representatives (2019-)]. [laughs]. I really-- 


[01:08:07.04] SHANNON GREEN: What would you talk to her about? What would you ask her? 


[01:08:10.17] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: Well, I would--I really would ask her how she could be 
a reconciler and still stick to her principles. I was--I wasn’t happy that she tore up that paper [Feb 2020, 
tearing up President Donald Trump’s “State of the Union” speech]. I thought, there has to be a way a 
woman with her power and her position to really listen to what God is saying to her--apolitical. You know, 
what--how can she make things better, and she has all those other men and women she can influence to 
really go. [Noise in background.] Now quiet? Okay. Probably that--before then it probably would have been-- 
living person was a hard one. 


[01:09:09.06] SHANNON GREEN: You could--or somebody who’s gone before us. Anybody--any saint or 
anybody else you would have liked to have met? 


[01:09:17.20] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: Pedro Arrupe [Father Pedro Arrupe, SJ (1907-1991), 
born Pedro de Arrupe y Gondra, Spanish Basque Jesuit priest, Superior General of the Society of Jesus 
(1965-1983)]. I do like his writings. I do like what he writes. I have a book of Jesuit sayings that I--every 
day there’s some. And he probably stands out as one that I would like to really talk and listen to--his view, 
his vision for who we can be. And being a Sister of St. Joseph, we're very Jesuit. So, that feels right to me. I 
would like to talk to him about that. 


[01:09:58.16] SHANNON GREEN: Agreed. Yeah. What is the greatest technological advance that you’ve 
witnessed in your lifetime? 


[01:10:05.15] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: Hm. Probably--[laughs]--it started out with the phone-- 
going from a party line to something on my wrist that tells me who’s calling me. [laughs]. That--it’s amazing- 
-quantum physics--just, I think has to be one of the top things happening to us as human beings. And I can 

just imagine people popping up, just like they do on a television screen, right here. So, I think that’s going to 


take us--and space exploration. I think that’s significant. Hopefully those gifts will also help us with the 
climate. To me, if we could use that information, that expertise, that science to make things better for our 
Earth--to me, that’s--and it’s going to happen--I hope it’s going to happen. And I'll be part of it somehow, 
wherever I am. [laughs]. 


[01:11:18.14] SHANNON GREEN: What about the greatest human advancement. So, that was kind of 
technology. But about in terms of humanity? How have we advanced in the-- 


[01:11:27.16] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: Oh, turn on the television. We have advanced by 
accepting people other than white, and other than straight, and all the other aspects. It amazes me when 
they give an ad, you have Oriental, you have Black--you know, you have a whole variety of people now. I 
think that’s a beginning of accepting us--who we are as people. I’m sure they’re doing it for other motives 
than advancement, but they’re doing it. And people have to be blind not to see it and wonder about it, and 
hope that maybe it will happen in our lifetime that all people will be accepted. 


[01:12:06.21] SHANNON GREEN: What's your favorite place on Earth? 


[01:12:09.18] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: To be by the water. Can be at the beach, can be at a 
lake--Hawaii is wonderful, surrounded by water. Japan--I loved Japan again--the beautiful culture they have. 
I love Peru--when I was there in Peru. Again, water all around them. So, they’re--I have lots of favorite 
places. Take--go to--take Lake Tahoe, I could go to [Lake] Piru now. 


[01:12:45.19] SHANNON GREEN: Is there anything that you thought about in preparation for today or 
reflection for today that I haven't asked you about, that you wanted to make sure to share? 


[01:12:54.17] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: No, I can’t think of anything. 
[01:13:03.01] SHANNON GREEN: Okay, I mean, just-- 
[01:13:06.05] [Director’s comments]. 


[01:13:08.25] MARY TRUNK: I’m wondering if there’s anyone else--any Sisters that haven’t--either won't 
have a chance to tell their stories, or have never had a chance, and I wonder if you had another story of 
someone who is important in the CSJ community. 


[01:13:41.07] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: I’m thinking of people who left us. I think maybe a CSJ 
who left because they could not do what we're now doing. I think--those are the women--that their stories 
also need to be told. They left at a time when we were all straight in a row, in black habits, teaching or 
nursing, and they saw a need for something different. Those are the women that I wish we would know 
more about, and what they're doing now. And I know some of them have gone--since gone to God--but they 
had that in them. They have what we have now ahead of time. I’m sorry that they left, because they could 
have been supported in a different way now, or even before the end of their life, and bringing about justice 
or bringing about a more livable situation. And the whole idea of prayer--that they were hungering for 
something, and there was no one there then to help them get it. Those are the voices I wish we could hear 
from--I could hear from even more than I do now--or I did when they were alive. It saddened me that we 
were not there for them. 


[01:15:10.22] SHANNON GREEN: It reminds me that when we interviewed Suzanne Jabro [Sister Suzanne 
Jabro], and again talking about the Second Vatican Council, and how for some it was too late, for some it 
was too soon. Because there was a whole range of experience-- 


[01:15:26.17] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: That's true. We had--that’s exactly right. We had some 
Sisters who could not imagine themselves not being in the habit. That’s not why they came--they wanted to 
be set aside and be noticed and respected. And they left, because of not being in a habit anymore. And 
those, because exactly that--they saw what was possible for women, and we were slowly getting there--slow 
but sure. And they’re the ones that continued--some of them married priests and the two of them did good 
things together. So, I think--yeah. 


[01:16:12.00] SHANNON GREEN: Just as we're finishing up, there’s something niggling at my brains still a 
little bit. And it’s this--practicing Mass with your brother. Which I--is not a--it’s not that it’s surprising or 
unusual, but I don’t find that a lot of Sisters that I’ve interviewed talking about the priesthood. And I don’t 
know if that’s been--you know--it sounds like, you know, you at least had some inkling about being more--if 
not a priest, an altar server, or something that was reserved for men. You don’t have to, but if you’re 
comfortable would you share anything--reflections about being a woman in the Church, or maybe the day 
you realized you couldn't be a priest, or--those experiences. 


[01:16:56.17] SISTER BARBARA ANNE STOWASSER: No, I didn’t think of being a priest, as such. I thought 
of being an altar girl at that time, and Necco wafers, you know--holding it--just perfect--that appealed to me. 
But I think, to me, we as women bring to the Church the gentle side. We bring a different aspect to rules 
and regulations, to being with people--than the masculine side of what the Church appeared to be in those 
years. And I think--I never wanted to be a priest--could play at it, but I didn’t want to be a priest. I could 
play at being an altar server--and we ended up being altar servers in the convent, because there were no 
altar servers. We had to take the part of the altar--so I kind of laughed--yeah, I’ve been practicing doing this 
already. And then, in those days, it was in Latin. But I think women in the Church, we bring a side that was 
not seen for many years, because we were kept in the dark. We were kept to the side. And that’s sad. I 
think about the Sisters who struggled with pastors, trying to get them to do what was right. I mean, it was 
just--it was sad. So, I think that has opened up. So, I’m happy being a Sister--a woman in the Church, not 
on the altar, but in the pew--and the chair, in our case. [laughs]. 


[01:18:35.16] [Director’s comments]. 
[01:18:51.07] End of interview. 
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